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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 02/06/2008 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document : 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Specification 

The amendment filed 02/14/2008 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because 
it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as discussed in the 
following section 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 13, 8-10 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
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was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The specification as originally filed 

fail to provide basis for "a peripheral device configured to be directly operationally 

connected only to said inward-facing port". Please note that the original specification 
fails to limit operational connection to only the inward-facing port. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, "the peripheral 

device configured to be directly operationally connected only to said inward-facing 

port" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13, 8-10 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Meng (US 6,231,399) in view of Zhu et al. (US 6,142,833). 

Regarding claim 13, Meng discloses system board (col. 2, line 57) comprising a 
connector (10) that includes: a first port (14) situated on the system board; a second 
port (16) facing inward to an interior of the system board; and a peripheral device (not 
shown) operationally connected to the inward-facing port and configured to be directly 
operationally connected only to the inward-facing port (see Response to Arguments). 
Meng does not disclose the first port being situated at an exterior edge of the system 
board and facing outward from the exterior edge. However, Meng discloses that 
"changes may be made in detail, especially in the matters of shape, size and 
arrangement of parts within the principles of the invention" (col. 3 lines 3-5). 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to form the first port situated at an exterior edge of the system 
board and facing outward from the exterior edge, as a matter of inventors preference 
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and/or to provide greater accessibility to the first port. Meng also discloses the ports 
being substantially functionally identical. 

Meng, as modified, discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the 
ports being USB ports. Zhu teaches a system board comprising: a connector (Fig. 1) 
that includes: a first port (at 21 ) situated at an exterior edge of the system board and 
facing outward from said exterior edge, and a second port (at 23); the ports being USB 
ports, thus providing an efficient and reliable interface between the connector and the 
peripheral device, by reducing the number of electrical contacts and thus reducing the 
number of parts that can be damaged. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the ports of 
Meng as USB ports, as taught by Zhu, in order to provide an efficient and reliable 
interface between the connector and the peripheral device, by reducing the number of 
electrical contacts and thus reducing the number of parts that can be damaged. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 02/14/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's argument that Meng and Zhu does not disclose "a 
peripheral device configured to be directly operationally connected only to the inward- 
facing port", please note that that the recitation that an element is "configured to" 
perform a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. 
It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In this case, the peripheral 
device of Meng is capable of directly operationally connect only to the inward-facing 
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port. Alternatively, please note that the peripheral device of Meng is configured to 
directly operationally connect only to the inward-facing port, i.e. cannot directly 
operationally connect to the outward-facing port while connected to the inward facing 
port. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Felix O. Figueroa whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2003. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 10:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext. 33. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Felix O. Figueroa/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2833 



